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MARYLAND HEALTH CARE COMMISSION 

 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

Minutes 

 

Vice Chair Gail Wilensky called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. 

 

Commissioners present:  Conway, Falcone, Krumm, Lucht, Moffit, Moore, Nicolay, Pollak, 

Risher, Row, Sensabaugh, Todd, and Toulson. 

 

ITEM 1. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 

Commissioner Row made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 19, 2007 meeting of the 

Commission, which was seconded by Commissioner Toulson and unanimously approved.   

 

 

ITEM 2. 

Update of Activities 

 

Vice Chair Wilensky asked if the Center Directors had any additional updates.  Ben Steffen, 

Center Director for Information Services and Analysis, announced that Commission staff will 

release a Spotlight on Hospital Spending at the October or November public meeting.   

 

Rex Cowdry, M.D., Executive Director, informed the Commission of the reports due before the 

2008 legislative session.  He noted that all new one-time reports will be brought to the 

Commission at the November or December public meeting and that recurring reports will be 

provided for informational purposes. 

 

ITEM 3. 

 

FINAL ACTION:  Proposed Permanent Regulations – COMAR 10.25.05 – Small Group 

Market Data Collection 

 

Janet Ennis, Chief, Small Group Market, presented permanent regulations regarding Small 

Group Market Data Collection for final action.  She said the regulations are necessary to 

meet the regulatory requirements under House Bill 339, enacted during the 2007 legislative 

session of the General Assembly.  Ms. Ennis said the regulations will now require carriers to 
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collect and report data to the Commission on participation by age band in the small group 

market.  She said the regulations were adopted by the Commission as proposed permanent 

regulations at the June 21, 2007 meeting of the Commission and published in the Maryland 

Register.  She noted that no formal comments were received.  Commissioner Row made a 

motion to adopt the regulations as final, which was seconded by Commissioner Krumm and 

unanimously approved.      

 

ACTION:  Permanent Regulations - COMAR 10.25.05 – Small Group Market Data 

Collection are hereby ADOPTED. 

   

 

FINAL ACTION:  COMAR 10.24.05 – Research Waiver Applications for Participation in 

the Atlantic C-PORT Study of Non-Primary PCI Performed in Maryland Hospitals 

Without On-Site Cardiac Surgery 

 

Dr. David Neumann, Health Policy Analyst, presented for final action regulations on Research 

Waiver Applications for Participation in the Atlantic C-PORT Study of Non-Primary PCI 

Performed in Maryland Hospitals Without On-Site Cardiac Surgery.  He said that a Notice of 

Proposed Action was published in the Maryland Register on August 3, 2007, and that five sets 

of comments were received by the end of the formal public comment period on September 4, 

2007.  Staff recommended that the Commission adopt the regulations as final, with certain non-

substantive changes.  Commissioner Row made a motion to adopt the regulations as final, 

which was seconded by Commissioner Conway and unanimously approved.  Commissioners 

Krumm and Pollak recused themselves and were not present during the consideration of this 

matter. 

 

ACTION:  Permanent Regulations - COMAR 10.24.05 – Research Waiver Applications 

for Participation in the Atlantic C-PORT Study of Non-Primary PCI Performed in 

Maryland Hospitals Without On-Site Cardiac Surgery are hereby ADOPTED. 

 

ITEM 4. 

 

ACTION:  Certificate of Need Modifications 

 

 Alice Byrd Tawes Nursing Home, Docket No. 05-19-2170 

 

Paul Parker, Chief, Certificate of Need, reported that Alice Byrd Tawes Nursing Home, owned 

by the nonprofit McCready Foundation, Inc., requested for a modification to its Certificate of 

Need.  Mr. Parker said the modification includes design changes as well as an increase in the 

approved capital cost of the project. He said that Alice Byrd Tawes requested an increase of 

$881,382 to the approved capital cost of this project.  He also said that McCready Foundation 

requested a change in the physical plant design to replace the facility’s first floor of 9,475 

square feet and add a 1412 square foot corridor to connect the nursing home to the Edward W. 

McCready Memorial Hospital.  Mr. Parker noted that the project’s modification involved an 

increase in the funding, as well as a change in the financing arrangements.  He said that staff 

recommended approval of this modification request.  Following discussion, Commissioner 

Todd made a motion to approve the staff recommendation, which was seconded by 

Commissioner Row and unanimously approved. 

 

ACTION:  Certificate of Need Modification – Alice Byrd Tawes Nursing Home, Docket 

No. 05-19-2170 is hereby APPROVED. 
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 Johns Hopkins Bayview, Docket No. 05-24-2165 

 

Joel Riklin, Health Policy Analyst, reported that Johns Hopkins Bayview applied for a 

modification to its Certificate of Need, which was issued in November 2005.  Mr. Riklin said 

the modification request is for a cost increase due to inflation in the prices of goods and services 

in the local construction market.  He also said the modification included adding specialized 

equipment in two of the four new operating rooms, which would require changes in the 

construction of the two rooms to accommodate the equipment.  Mr. Riklin said that the 

estimated cost of the modified project is $17,862,708.  Staff recommended that the Commission 

approve the proposed modification.  Following discussion, Commissioner Row made a motion 

to approve the staff recommendation, which was seconded by Commissioner Moore, and 

unanimously approved.  Commissioner Krumm recused herself from voting on this matter. 

 

ACTION:  Certificate of Need Modification - Johns Hopkins Bayview, Docket No. 05-24-

2165 is hereby APPROVED. 

 

 Mercy Medical Center, Docket No. 05-24-2174 

 

Paul Parker reported that Mercy Medical Center applied for a modification to its Certificate of 

Need, which was issued June 2007.  Mr. Parker reported that the modification request is due to 

unanticipated cost increases, changes in the physical design, and necessitated changes in 

financing.  He said that the physical design changes included adding a second mechanical 

penthouse level and two elevator penthouses totaling 3,930 square feet.  Mr. Parker noted that 

the estimated cost of the project has increased by $85,655,004, an increase of 20.3% over the 

approved project cost.  Mr. Parker said the hospital proposed to increase its level of borrowing 

for this project by $75,290,000, and increase fundraising from $25 million to $32 million.  He 

also said that Mercy Medical Center proposed to decrease its cash contribution to the project 

from $144.6 million to $132.2 million.  Staff recommended that the Commission approve the 

proposed modification with certain conditions.  Following discussion, Commissioner Row made 

a motion to approve the staff recommendation, which was seconded by Commissioner Risher, 

and unanimously approved. 

 

Several Commissioners expressed concern about the number and extent of modifications to 

previously approved certificates of need that have come before the Commission in recent 

months and, after discussion, requested that Staff examine the regulations governing the 

modification process. 

 

ACTION:  Certificate of Need Modification – Mercy Medical Center, Docket No. 05-24-

2174 is hereby APPROVED. 

 

ITEM 5. 

 

ACTION:  Certificate of Need – Lorien LifeCenter-Howard County II, Docket No. 06-13-

2185 

 

Mr. Parker reported that Lorien LifeCenter – Howard County II applied for a Certificate of 

Need to establish a 60-bed comprehensive care facility in Howard County.  He said the 

proposed facility is location at 7615 Baltimore Washington Boulevard in Elkridge, Maryland 

and will be located on the top floor of a 4-level building.  Mr. Parker said 60 beds that were 

temporarily delicensed at Lorien Nursing and Rehabilitation Center-Columbia will be brought 
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back into operation at the Elkridge facility.   This proposed project combines an assisted living 

component and a comprehensive care facility.  Mr. Parker said the estimated cost of the nursing 

home component is $7,899,747, consisting of $7,093,747 in capital costs, $306,000 in financing 

and other cash requirements, and $500,000 in working capital startup expenditures. He also said 

the project will be financed by a cash contribution of $2,099,747, a mortgage of $4,950,000, a 

working capital loan of $500,000, and a loan for fixtures, furniture, and equipment of $350,000.  

Mr. Parker said the entire facility, with both the assisted living and the nursing home 

component, is estimated to cost $24,162,122.  He said that there are no interested parties in this 

review and that staff recommended approval of this project with conditions.  Commissioner 

Row made a motion to approve the staff recommendation, which was seconded by 

Commissioner Toulson and unanimously approved. 

 

ACTION:  Certificate of Need – Lorien LifeCenter-Howard County II, Docket No. 06-13-

2185, is hereby APPROVED. 

 

ITEM 6. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m., upon motion of 

Commissioner Pollak, which was seconded by Commissioner Toulson, and unanimously 

approved.   

   


